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Agenda

▪ Overview – What is Aras Technical 

Documentation (Tech Docs)

▪ Feature Review

▪ Recent/Planned Enhancements

▪ Demo
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Technical Documentation

▪ Document Examples

▪ User / System Manuals

▪ Training Material / Help Documentation

▪ Work Instructions

▪ Part Specifications / Catalogs

▪ Typically feature information about products

▪ Have well-defined structure

▪ Increasing trend to consume electronically

▪ Topics-based / modular
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Aras Technical Documentation

▪ PLM-based Document Authoring Environment

▪ Leverage Aras Innovator’s core functionality

▪ Web-based, no client installs

▪ Embed / reference content from managed Business 

Items

▪ Extensible document schema framework

▪ Extensible document style configuration

▪ Publishing framework with support for XML, 

HTML, and PDF

Access Control

Life Cycle

Config. MgmtB.3

WWW
Browser Interface

Linked Content
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Document Components

A

Content Structure

Content Style

Content Generation

▪ Content Structure

▪ Defined by XML Schema

▪ Enforced by XML Schema Validation

▪ Content Generation

▪ Defined by custom Methods using Tech 

Docs API

▪ Applies custom logic and AML query 

results to auto-generate document data

▪ Content Style

▪ Defined by Cascading Stylesheets (CSS)

▪ Configuration mechanism for PDF output
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Referencing Business Objects

▪ Technical Document Content can get 

created from: 

▪ Text/Tables/Lists entered manually 

from the author

▪ Graphics linked from the Graphics 

Library

▪ Other Technical Documents

▪ Information queried from any other 

Item

V2!

▪ System identifies stale/versioned 

content
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Content Filtering

▪ Filters characterize content

▪ Allows for content reuse

▪ Applied Filters Hide/Disable content

▪ Filters defined by custom Methods

▪ Filtered content removed on Publish

Model X
Model Y
Model Z

Model X

Model Y

Model Z
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Word Processing vs Aras Technical Documentation

▪ Word Processing

▪ Document layout determined by the Author 

(Decentralized)

▪ Content format determined by the Author

▪ Content consumed by People

▪ Aras Technical Documentation

▪ Document layout determined by the 

Administrator (Centralized)

▪ Content format determined by the Administrator

▪ Structured – semantically rich

▪ Content consumed by People & software

Unstructured
Decentralized

Loose

Structured
Centralized

Rigid
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▪ Find/Search

▪ Find entered text in current and embedded Docs

▪ Side-by-Side Views

▪ Visually compared 2 versions of the same 

Document

▪ Table of Contents

▪ Automatically apply numbering at multiple levels

▪ Attributes

▪ Defined metadata for Document Elements 

▪ Apply to style settings

▪ Schema Validation

▪ Embedded XML Schema Editor with syntax 

highlighting and error notification

▪ Bug Fixes & Performance Improvements

Recent Enhancements



Demo
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▪ Improved Graphics Importing

▪ Drag/Drop Images from desktop

▪ Include Saved Views of 3D Visualization with 3D 

Markup

▪ Templating

▪ Apply content from other Tech Docs as read-only 

Text

▪ Map Fields in Tech Doc with linked Item Properties

▪ Inline Review/Commenting 

▪ MS Word-like Commenting

▪ Import/Export

▪ Method API to support import and export of XML 

Content

▪ General Usability Enhancements

▪ Table/List Editing, Improved automated Element 

creation

▪ Spell Checking

▪ Search/Replace

Feature Backlog
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